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Dear Parents and Carers 

I cannot believe that it is July already and that we are weeks away from the end of this academic year. It 
has been a surreal year as we are all finding our way through this global pandemic. As you know, school 
has remained partially open with staff working tirelessly to support children in school and families at 
home. We are all craving normality again, however, there is a strong possibility that disruption will 
continue into the new academic year as Coronavirus still poses a risk to us all. We are extremely 
appreciative of your support and positivity. Your kind words have been gratefully received and they 
make what we do feel even more worthwhile. 

I have reported previously that the Government have asked all schools to prepare to reopen fully in 
September. The Government have provided guidance for schools today about how this can happen 
safely. As a school, we need time to process this new guidance and to consider what measures we will 
need to implement to keep the children and staff at our school safe. We may be affected by a local 
lockdown. Your child may need to self-isolate if they come into contact with a suspected or confirmed 
case at school. We all need to continue being alert. I will continue to keep you updated and together we 
will need to continue being patient and understanding. These are difficult circumstances for us all.    

We are working towards reopening for our Year 1 and Year 2 classes on Thursday 3rd September, 
however, this is subject to Government guidance and associated safety measures. Our new Nursery and 
Reception children have been invited to introductory visits in early September before their official start 
dates. This week our new Nursery and Reception children have found out about the staff who will be 
supporting them. Next week, our new Year 1 and Year 2 children will find out about the staff who will be 
supporting them. 

The teachers have spent quality time writing reports for the children in their class and I am enjoying 
reading them and adding a comment of my own. It has been a pleasure to see your children grow and 
develop this year. It’s amazing how much they achieved between September 2019 and March 2020. You 
will receive your child’s report before your final phone call with your child’s current teacher. 

We are gathering together a summer learning pack for all the children in school – a brilliant Maths 
workbook, a fabulous Storytime magazine and a themed writing booklet. We hope that you will 
encourage, support, and reward your child for working on their reading, writing and Maths skills this 
summer. Thank you for investing in your child’s education.  

I’m sure that you have learnt a lot about your children as learners and what motivates them. My 
youngest daughter Tabitha has a new interest in interior design, she has redesigned her bedroom. 
Unfortunately, she has expensive taste and it’s going to cost me a lot of money this summer! My oldest 
daughter Blossom proudly tends to her strawberries every day, she cooks an excellent lasagne and plays 
the piano beautifully. They have both almost finished the book set of 12 Malory Towers stories.   

We would like to send a ‘Get Well Soon’ message to Lucy from Class 4 this week as she has Chicken Pox. 

Stay Alert            Control the Virus            Save Lives 

Please keep in touch with us by email – We are interested in your views and we would love to hear your 
family news. If you have any queries, send us an email and we will respond.   

Thank you for your ongoing support and understanding. We are so fortunate to have so many wonderful 
families in our school community. Please take good care of yourself and your precious family. 

Kind Regards  Mrs Diffin   Acting Headteacher 



 

    Sun safety for children in school  

Children in school need to bring a sunhat to school           
every day so that they can safely play outside. 

 

    School meals for children in school 

    We are reopening our kitchen on Monday 6 July and we will be providing a packed lunch for 
all the children and staff in school who would like one. We will share a menu with parents and carers 
and children will be asked to make their meal choices when they arrive at school. Children will continue 
to eat their dinner in their classroom bubbles. Mrs Carter and the kitchen team have worked hard to 
ensure that the highest standards of safety and hygiene are in place. They are looking forward to 
returning to their roles in school.  

 If your child attends school for 4 or 5 days a week and they are eligible for benefits related Free 
School Meals, you will not receive a £15 supermarket voucher for the weeks beginning 6th July 
and 13th July as we will be providing your child with a meal in school. 

 If your child attends school for 3 days or less each week and they are eligible for benefits related 
Free School Meals, you will continue to receive a £10 supermarket voucher for the weeks 
beginning 6th July and 13th July. For the days that your child is in school, we will be providing 
them with a meal in school. 

 For the week beginning 20th July, all eligible families will receive a £15 supermarket voucher. All 
children in school will be provided with a meal. 

 

    Year 2 children 

Calling all Year 2 parents and carers… 

Please email us a photo or a short video of your child for the 
special end of year video. We would love all Year 2 children 

to be a part of creating this special memory. 
 

    Staffing News 

    Miss Marley and baby Orlagh are both doing very well. Miss Marley shared a photo with us of    
Orlagh’s first smile recently. She’s a beautiful little cutey! 

Following the birth of their daughters in 2019, Mrs Bonner and Mrs Tusa are preparing to return to 
school. They will both be returning to work on a part time basis. We are looking forward to welcoming 
them both back.  

It is with great sadness that I am sharing with you the news that Miss Swain will be leaving our school at 
the end of term. She is relocating to her hometown to be nearer to her family and friends. Miss Swain 
has secured a new job and will be a fabulous asset to her new school. We will miss her SO much at 
Cavendish Close. She is a glamorous bundle of positivity, energy, and enthusiasm. Miss Swain is an 
amazing teacher and one day I’m sure that she will be a great leader as she has the ability to positivity 
influence everyone that she encounters. We would like to wish her all the absolute best with the next 
chapter in her life. 

We have a new teacher joining us in September and her name is Mrs Smith. She is a very experienced 
Early Years teacher and we are looking forward to her joining our team. 

I would also like to thank Mrs Horsman for working in our busy school office all year. She has been a 
great help and has fitted into the team perfectly. We would like to wish her well as she trains to become 
a Teaching Assistant. We know that she will make a great TA.   

 



    Supporting children eligible for benefits related Free School Meals 

    We have 100 children that are eligible for benefits related Free School Meals and they      
have been benefitting from the Government’s national voucher scheme. Shopping vouchers are emailed 
directly from ‘Edenred’ (the Government’s chosen voucher supplier) to eligible families.  

Eligible families will receive a £90 voucher, per eligible child, for the summer holidays. Eligible parents 
and carers should receive these vouchers on Friday 17th July. We know that sometimes these emails 
have been delivered into ‘spam’ boxes so please check there. We also know that some vouchers have 
not been redeemed and will expire soon, please ensure that you redeem these vouchers so that your 
child can benefit from this scheme.  

All e-Codes have an activation date and cannot be used until that date.  All e-Codes are 16 digits long. If 
you encounter difficulties redeeming your vouchers, you can email ‘Edenred’ directly: 

freeschoolmealsparentscarers@edenred.com     

Mrs Manners can be contacted until 24th July with any queries about your eligibility and the voucher 
scheme: leadership@cavclosei.derby.sch.uk 

Mrs Manners has done an incredible job setting all these vouchers up every week and providing remote 
support for parents and carers experiencing difficulties getting used to this online system. She has been 
quick to respond to new information that parents, and carers have become entitled to benefits related 
Free School Meals so that all eligible families have benefitted fully from this scheme. Thank you, Mrs 
Manners – You are a star! 

 

    Supporting vulnerable children 

    If anyone has a safeguarding concern about a child, they should continue to act on it 
immediately. 

 Parents/Carers can ring or email the school’s Safeguarding team to make an enquiry, to ask for 
help or to report a concern: safeguarding@cavclosei.derby.sch.uk 

The Safeguarding Team will always respond to you.  

Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mrs Diffin.  

Safeguarding Team: Mrs Howett, Mrs Asghar, Mrs Vincett, Mrs Leadbeater and Mrs Dearie. 

 Parents and Carers can ring Derby Children’s Social Care directly 01332 641172                                                
(Out of hours Careline 01332 786968). 

 Parents and Carers can ring the NSPCC helpline 0808 800 5000. 

Whatever you’re dealing with and however you’re feeling – support is available. 

If you are worried about your child’s mental health and wellbeing, please get in touch with us as we 
would like to be able to offer advice and support.   

 Mental Health and Wellbeing Poster https://www.cavclosei.derby.sch.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2020/05/Mental-Health-and-Wellbeing-Poster.pdf   

 Derby’s NHS mental health helpline 0300 790 0596 
 Kindness Poster https://www.cavclosei.derby.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Kindness-

Poster.pdf 

Most children access daily screen time. As parents and carers, we need to fully control what our children 
access on screens and how long they use screens for. Children should not have ‘free access’ on the 
internet or on video platforms such as YouTube. Children should only play age appropriate games, 
parents and carers need to pay close attention to age ratings. Limit screen time so that your child can 
have plenty of time to be active and sociable.    

 Online Safety Poster https://www.cavclosei.derby.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Online-
Safety-Poster.pdf 
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 Online Safety Poster 2 https://www.cavclosei.derby.sch.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2020/05/Online-Safety-Poster-2.pdf 

In school, we use the ‘Mood Monsters’ to help children learn about different emotions and how to 
regulate emotions effectively. If your child is struggling with their emotions, please get in touch with us 
as we would like to be able to offer advice and support.  

 Mood Monster Poster https://www.cavclosei.derby.sch.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2020/05/MM.pdf 

 Mood Monsters Love to Read Poster https://www.cavclosei.derby.sch.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2020/05/MMLoveRead.pdf 

Please protect your child’s skin from harmful UV rays this summer. Slip on a T-shirt and cover up. Slap 
on a hat. Slop on sun-cream. Seek shade. Slide on sunglasses. Sip plenty of water. Enjoy the weather but 
stay safe.   

 Sun Safety Poster https://www.cavclosei.derby.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Sun-
Safety-Poster.pdf  

 

    Home learning for children who are home on school days 

    We know that you are continuing to do all that you can to support your child’s education by    
encouraging them to engage with our great home learning offer. Your child’s best interests are 
important to us and we will continue to provide weekly home learning challenges, with a focus on 
practising reading, writing and Maths skills until the end of term. A routine, expectations and rewards 
will help with motivation and engagement. The children in school are working on the same learning. 

 Daily Routine Guide https://www.cavclosei.derby.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Daily-
Routine-Guide.pdf 

 Motivate and Encourage Home Learning https://www.cavclosei.derby.sch.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2020/05/Motivate-and-Engage-your-Child.png 

The majority of our teachers and Teaching Assistants are busy working with children in school every day, 
although all teachers do still have some dedicated time to connect with the children in their class that 
are learning at home.   

Watch out for the cartoon mini teachers and Teaching 
Assistants that are coming your way very soon to motivate 
your children with their home learning.   
You can find our home learning offer on our school website www.cavclosei.derby.sch.uk  

Every Monday morning, you are sent a text message with a link to your child’s Home Learning for the 
week. Your child will benefit greatly from accessing these activities with your support. Our home 
learning page is developed by our teachers and it supports our whole school approaches. Your child can 
email a photograph of their work to their teacher for feedback. Best work is celebrated in our 
newsletters. 

Watch out for our wonderful new STAR Learner certificates 
that will be emailed to your children in response to super 
work. How many can your child collect? 

Every Tuesday morning, you are sent a text message with a link to your child’s Education City activities 
for the week. We have almost run out of ‘new’ activities and so your child will need to revisit and 
consolidate previous learning. 
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In addition to our school offer, some children are enjoying lessons from the Oak National Academy. The 
BBC Bitesize offer is full of celebrities showcasing their talents and motivating children to learn. It is 
important that you find the learning that your child enjoys the most. 

 Oak National Academy and BBC Bitesize Poster https://www.cavclosei.derby.sch.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2020/05/Oak-National-Academy-and-BBC-Bitesize-Poster.pdf  

Please aim to send at least one email a week to your child’s class teacher so that we can ‘keep in 
touch’ with you and your child.  We would like to know that your child is safe, well, happy and 
learning.  

nursery@cavclosei.derby.sch.uk   reception@cavclosei.derby.sch.uk 

year1@cavclosei.derby.sch.uk   year2@cavclosei.derby.sch.uk   

We are extremely fortunate to have an excellent team of teachers who have worked incredibly hard to 
develop and maintain our home learning offer. Their determination to engage with all the children in 
their class has been extraordinary. Thank you Mrs Howett, Mrs Orme, Miss Brown, Mrs Unwin-Rose, 
Miss Doxey, Miss Luke, Miss Harker, Mrs Dalton, Miss Swain, Mrs Asghar and Mrs Vincett for all that you 
have done and continue to do for our school community.   

 

    English - Reading and Writing 

     Letters and Sounds is our School Phonics Scheme. 

    Collins Big Cat Phonics is our new School Reading scheme.  

You can learn more about our school schemes and what your child can do at home by reading our 
posters and following the links.     

 Nursery Phonics and Reading Poster https://www.cavclosei.derby.sch.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2020/05/Nursery-Phonics-and-Reading-Poster.pdf  

 Phonics and Reading Poster https://www.cavclosei.derby.sch.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2020/05/Phonics-and-Reading-Poster.pdf  

 Letters and Sounds Chart https://www.cavclosei.derby.sch.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2020/05/Letters-and-Sounds-Graphemes-Chart-Poster-1.pdf  

 Letters and Sounds Online Phonics Lessons https://www.cavclosei.derby.sch.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2020/06/Letters-and-Sounds-Online-Phonics-Lessons-.pdf  

 Reading Band Chart https://www.cavclosei.derby.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Reading-
band-chart-1.pdf        

Our school promise for 2020 is to find time to enjoy reading every day.  There is lots of research that 
proves that children who read regularly achieve better outcomes at school.  Reading with and to your 
child is the best way to boost their literacy skills.  

Have a look on our website and your child can see videos of 
our teachers reading some of our favourite stories. 
Find a reason for your child to write every day. Your child could… Write a shopping list. Write a list of 
jobs for the day. Write a letter to their teacher. Write a message to a friend or family member.  

 Nursery Writing Poster https://www.cavclosei.derby.sch.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2020/05/Nursery-Writing-Poster.pdf  

 Reception Writing Poster  https://www.cavclosei.derby.sch.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2020/05/EYFS.pdf  

 Year 1 and Year 2 Writing Poster https://www.cavclosei.derby.sch.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2020/05/KS1.pdf  
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    Power Maths 

     Power Maths is our School Maths Scheme.  

You can learn more about our school scheme and what your child can do at home by reading our poster 
and following the links.     

 Nursery Maths Poster https://www.cavclosei.derby.sch.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2020/05/Nursery-Maths-Poster.pdf  

 Power Maths Reception Poster https://www.cavclosei.derby.sch.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2020/05/Power-Maths-Reception-Poster.pdf  

 Power Maths Key Stage 1 (Year 1 and Year 2) Poster https://www.cavclosei.derby.sch.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2020/05/Power-Maths-Key-Stage-1-Poster.pdf  

 

     Transition into Nursery – September 2020 

For children due to start Nursery in September 2020 

(Age 3 before 31.8.20) 

We do still have places remaining. To make an enquiry, please email Mrs Howett: 
nursery@cavclosei.derby.sch.uk    

‘Information Packs’ have been sent out to families this week with a provision plan for introductory visits 
and start dates in September.   

 

     Transition into Reception – September 2020 

For children due to start school in September 2020 

(Age 4 before 31.8.20) 

We do still have places remaining. To make an enquiry, please ring Derby City Admissions team 01332 
642730.   

‘Information Packs’ have been sent out to families this week with a provision plan for introductory visits 
and start dates in September.   

 

     Transition into Year 1 and Year 2 (Key Stage 1) – September 2020 

    The Key Stage 1 team are currently working on ‘Information Packs’ to be sent to families before 
the end of term. All children are staying with the same class of children. We are not mixing any classes. 
Information regarding class teachers and Teaching Assistants will be shared next week. 

  

     Transition into Year 3 – September 2020 

    Please let us know if your child will not be going to Cavendish Close Junior Academy so that we 
    can begin to communicate with the school that your child will be going to. 

Cavendish Close Junior Academy   

Year 2 parents and carers should have received an email from Mrs Reader (Year 3 Leader) about joining 
up to Class Dojo.  Mrs Reader will use Class Dojo to share information about the Junior Academy, 
including a video tour of the school. She will also share activities for the children to do. Mrs Reader sent 
this email on Wednesday 10th June. If you didn’t receive this email, please contact the Junior Academy 
on 01332 672338. Parents and carers will be able to use Class Dojo to contact Mrs Reader directly with 
any questions.  
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    Contacting School 

    School is open for children with confirmed places every day until the end of term. You can ring 
    us on 01332 662239. The school office is closed, and you are not able to visit us in person. All 
communication must be by telephone or email.  

Senior Leadership Team    leadership@cavclosei.derby.sch.uk    

(Mrs Diffin, Mrs Howett, Mrs Asghar, Mrs Vincett, Mrs Kelly, Mrs Manners) 

Safeguarding Team     safeguarding@cavclosei.derby.sch.uk   

(Mrs Diffin, Mrs Howett, Mrs Asghar, Mrs Vincett, Mrs Leadbeater, Mrs Dearie) 

Year Group Teachers 

nursery@cavclosei.derby.sch.uk   (Mrs Howett) 

reception@cavclosei.derby.sch.uk   (Mrs Unwin-Rose, Miss Brown, Mrs Orme) 

year1@cavclosei.derby.sch.uk   (Miss Doxey, Miss Harker, Miss Luke) 

year2@cavclosei.derby.sch.uk   (Mrs Dalton, Mrs Asghar, Miss Swain)   
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Amazing work from George in Nursery, who has 

been very busy completing challenges all about 

‘The Gingerbread Man’! He used his fine motor 

skills to draw, cut out and decorate his very 

own Gingerbread Man puppet! 

Fabulous work from Ruby-Dee in Class 1, 

who has achieved 100% on all three 

activities on Education City! Well done for 

being a ‘Determined Dexter’ Ruby-Dee!  

Keep it up! 

Fantastic work from William in Class 2, who 

has created an amazing beach scene! Well 

done for being so creative and using 

resources from around your home William! 

Keep up the hard work! 

Well done to Larissa in Class 3, who has 

been reading lots of wonderful books! 

She has learnt lots of facts about 

caterpillars, butterflies, wasps and bees! 

Keep up the hard work Larissa! 

We are so proud of all of you!  
Have fun and challenge yourself! 

(It could be your work next week!) 
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Lily has been trying hard in 

class 4 to tell the time. 

Super work.   

While at home, Nadia in class 5 

has been completing weekly 

challenges and reading. Well done 

  

Grace in class 6 has really 

enjoyed Miss Notcutt’s 

challenge where she’s been 

finding out about our heroes.    

Erica in class 7 has been 

carefully weighing items to fit 

in her bag and finding out the 

total weight.  

Mason in class 8 has written a 

super WANTED poster 

describing the burglars from 

the Burglar Bill book.     

Reuben in class 9 has been 

enjoying the activities on 

Education City.   

We are so proud of all of you!  
Have fun and challenge yourself! 

(It could be your work next week!) 
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